In the next place, while the positive proofs of homicide were wanting, the alleged defects in the proof of drowning were of no real weight. All the prominent signs of asphyxia were there ; but the special evidence of drowning supplied by the existence of water in the stomach was wanting. This, though a usual and very valuable proof of drowning, is not a necessary one. Its existence depends on the exercise, during the death-struggle, of the vital act of swallowing. Even in cats and dogs it has been fouud by experiment that water is not always swallowed during drowning. If death is caused by apoplexy or syncope the act of swallowing does not take place, and no water is found in the stomach. Again, the gases of decomposition drive the water out of the stomach. The body was some 34 hours dead when examined, and that in the middle of June, and when the air was moist from thunderstorms.
Decomposition must have taken place to a great extent ; for the brain was fluid, gas issued from wounds madft with a knife and there was a large patch of cuticle separated by post-mortem effusion on the back. Besides, it is in evidence that fluid issued from the mouth and nostrils. It is, therefore, not surprising to find that the stomach contained no water. 
